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Happy AGM all! | want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the members of our choral
community for their contributions over the past year. Singers, administrators, conductors,
volunteers, staff members, adjudicators, concert-goers, accompanists, cheering parents,
teachers, donors, advocates, clinicians... the list could go on and on! So many people from all
walks of life make up the fabric of our Manitoba Choral Association tapestry. We could not exist
without everyone’s passion for the choral arts.

MCA has had a busy year filled with amazing programs and events. We have ventured forth
with IDEA efforts in our offerings of IDEA Corner online forums, our “Together in Song”
Intercultural Choir concert, initiating the process to sign the Winnipeg Indigenous Accord, and
by keeping our IDEA tenets at the core of all of our planning. We have provided opportunities
for choral musicians of all ages to come together in song with our offerings of the Regional
Youth Choir concert and the MB Sings, Torque Brewery “Brews and Tunes” Sing-along and
GATHER events. We have provided opportunities for education with our INSPIRE leadership
conference for youth, our sessions at TEMPO, our non-competitive ChoralFest program and
our collaboration with Festival du Voyageur to offer choral workshops.

We have endeavoured to look to the regions to network and find ways to support choral arts in
all areas of our province through our Intra-provincial Special Interest Group online forums. We
have continued to advocate for quality music education in our schools through our presence on
the Manitoba Music Educators Association board of directors and though the absence of the
traditional Music Month concerts at the legislature is being felt, we hope that the planned video
campaign will show the government that inspiring music education is happening in our schools.
We have celebrated outstanding contributions to our community as well as ongoing education
with the presentations of our Awards of Distinction, the Bert Kroeker Scholarship, and the David
G.H. Waters Hymn Sing Memorial Award. And we helped mark the 150t birthday of the City of
Winnipeg by participating in the “City of Song” year-long celebrations. We have so much to be
thankful for and to celebrate!

| want to personally thank all of our volunteers for the countless hours they dedicate to our
organization to bring our programs to life. | especially wish to express my thanks to our staff
members for the passion and energy which they bring to their jobs every day. We were thrilled
to celebrate with Brittany Mielnichuk when she welcomed her daughter Joélle Anna to her
family. Ruth Denton joined the staff team in October as Communications & Marketing
Coordinator. Welcome Ruth! As Lindsay Shute’s term as Program Coordinator comes to an end,
| thank her for the incredible work that she has done to bring our programs to life and
coordinate all the many, MANY details involved. To Alexis and Jenny for your ongoing
leadership and dedication to this organization, our sincere appreciation for all that you do!
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One of the most exciting ventures which MCA will be undertaking in the next few years will be
preparing to host Choral Canada’s biennial conference PODIUM here in Manitoba in 2028!
We look forward to showing the choral nation just why we are called “The Singing Province”.
We look forward to hearing from our members and stakeholders to learn how best to serve
our community and to continue to grow the choral arts here in Manitoba. In all that we do, let
us (as the Melanie DeMore song taught at MB Sings 2024 urges us to do) “Lead With Love”.

Respectfully submitted by Naomi Russell, President
February 25,2025
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